Walnut Creek Intermediate•History 8 • Brendan Hurd

 (925)944-6840 EXT 8202• On-line list of homework at walnutcreeksd.org  

Email• bhurd@walnutcreeksd.org
Contact me if there is an issue:
 I am available on most days before and after school.  Parents can schedule an appointment with me after school.  I check my e-mail daily and will return messages as soon as possible.  Please feel free to contact me if you ever have a question.

	The types of assignments we have:
	The resources we use:

	· Cornell or other notes
· Maps and timelines

· Debates and debate prep

· Group discussion

· Individual writing

· Study guides

· Multiple choice and short answer exams


	· Our text book
· On-line maps and research
· Primary sources-handouts
· Group reading and notes in preparation for individual work
· Supplemental information sheets from the Teachers Curriculum Institute, the Stanford History Education Group and the UC California History Project


Course Outline / Curriculum goals:

Our year will cover United States History from the founding of the colonies to the turn of the century. We will be using a thematic approach.  See the back for the syllabus. The goal of the thematic approach of teaching Social Studies is to make clear the connections in the past.  Students can then apply these same organizing patterns and thinking skills to the very messy and confusing society that they are awakening to.

Homework:


Homework will be listed on the board and students will copy down the weekly assignments into their planner.  It will be posted on the school website early in the week.  I usually post copies of the larger assignments and study guides on the website and/or Google classroom.  Homework will be assigned 3 to 4 school nights a week, but rarely on the weekend.  

Grading Policy:


Nightly homework is worth 5 points.   Long-term assignments and exams are usually worth 20 to 50 points, depending on how many nights the assignments last.  Exams will be announced on a ratio of 1 day per 10 questions/points, thus a 40 question test would be announced four school days in advance. 

· Class work and homework will be worth 40% of the grade

· Summative work or assessments will be worth 60% of the grade.

· Progress reports for students receiving a C- or lower will be sent home at the mid-point of the quarter.  If you would like more frequent updates, please email me.

Students are encouraged to keep all returned work. Should any discrepancy arise concerning a grade, the student can provide the assignment as proof.  

Never let your child give up. We can always find a way so that they can pass this class.
Writing expectations
· I am not going to count words, lines or sentences.
· I grade based on organization, content, mechanics and style(flow, vocabulary).
· A strong thesis supported by evidence.
· Analysis interlaced in each body paragraph and then summarized in the conclusion
· Connections, cause and effect, chronology, compare and contrast
· Aiming toward writing that is confident, formal and connects to what we have learned.

Year Long Focus

· The idea of America has been associated with the ideals of freedom, equality, and opportunity. American history is the struggle to live up to those ideals.
· The United States functions by maintaining a balance between opposing groups/powers.

Quarter 1

· Our Beginnings- Assessment at the end of September
· Early Exploration and Settlement

· Who were the early colonists, and why did they settle here?

· American Belief System- 6 weeks- Assessment in mid November.
· What ideas support the American political system?

· Roots of the Constitution

· The Constitution and Bill of Rights

Quarter 2

· Western Expansion 5 weeks- End of December assessment + 2 weeks Native American Focus unit 
· How did geography affect expansion across the American continent?

· What drove westward movement?  How did the Western economy develop?
· Economics – 5 weeks with assessment in late February
· The North and South take different paths – what conditions existed that influenced the economic development in these regions?

Quarter 3
· The Reform Era: Women’s Rights and Abolition
· How did the two movements compare?  How did they transform the nation?
· Civil War  6 weeks Issues assessment at the end of March and Battles assessment in April
· What issues drove the nation apart?  How was the war conducted?
Quarter 4

· Leadership and the Presidency 3 weeks with a partner presentation in early may.
· What makes a good leader? How should we evaluate our presidents?

· What were some of our greatest challenges, and how did our early leaders respond to those challenges?
· Reconstruction Era: 1 week in May

· How did politicians try to reform southern society after the war?
· Civil War Day  2 weeks at the end of May.  CWD is May 24th
· How did the Civil War affect the lives of individuals?
Skills

· California Content Standards for Social Studies and 2016 Social Studies Framework

· Chronological and spatial thinking

· Research, evidence, point of view

· Historical interpretation

· Inquiry based instruction
· Common Core literacy standards for Social Studies

· Reading and writing

· Historical thinking skills 

· source, context,  corroboration, close reading

Types of assignments

· Note taking for reading sections of the text book

· Guided reading of difficult texts/primary documents

· Written arguments with a clear claim, evidence and analysis
· Lightly colored maps and timelines

· Debates, model Congress, presentations with visual aides
 I believe that communication is very important to maintain a stable atmosphere. 
If there is ever an issue you need to discuss with me please do so.  I will do the same and I will reply quickly to emails.
